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Letter from The Principal 
Dear Ralph R. Smith Families, 

Ralph R. Smith Elementary School 
845-229-4060 Fall is in full swing and I already see some early signs of winter 

coming our way! This means that our first quarter of school has 
already flown by! Every day matters and our staff have em-
braced the idea of 1 school year = 180 opportunities to make pro-
gress. You will be invited in for Parent/Teacher conferences very 
soon to discuss your child's growth and progress. We look forward 
to seeing you there! Attached to this newsletter are some practi-
cal tips to make the most of your conference. 
As I stated at Meet the Staff Night, we are focusing on three 
themes this year: literacy matters, attendance matters and family 
engagement matters. You can help in the following ways: 

* Attending or volunteering for a school event 
* Reading with your child every night 
* Communicating with school about your child's absences—

missing two days each month can have a negative academic, 
impact. 

* Talk to your child about his/her school day, every day 
* Focus on a growth mindset (the understanding that abilities 

and intelligence can be developed) 
* Reach out if your child is struggling—we are here to help 

Finally, at the end of the first quarter we always hold an awards 
assembly to recognize a bucket filler and an owl star in each class-
room. The OWL (Outstanding, Wonderful Learner) Star award goes 
to a student who is working hard, made growth and has a great atti-
tude toward learning, even when it gets challenging. The Bucket-
Filler award goes to a student who fills buckets regularly, is kind to 
all and is a great role model for their peers. Students are nominat-
ed by their teacher. Congratulations to all our award winners! 
This time of year is also all about demonstrating gratitude. The 
amazing things happening in our school take the combined efforts 
of our dedicated faculty and staff and our "owlsome" families. To-
gether, we continue to work hard to create such a positive learning 
environment! I would like to express my thanks to this amazing 
school community. I hope that you have a wonderful holi-
day season and take time to enjoy some special moments 
with your family and friends. 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Lawson 

Up and Coming Events 
November 11th, Veteran's Day, 
No School 

November 19th-21st, Book Fair 

November 22nd, PTA Family 
Event & Craft Fair, 6-9 PM 

November 25th, Early Release, 
Evening P/T Conferences, 6-8 
PM 

November 26th, Early Release, 
P/T Conferences 

November 27th-29th, Thanks-
giving Recess, No School 

December 23rd-January 3rd, 
2020, Winter Recess, No 
School 
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THE AMERICAN ACADEt4Y OF PEDIATRICS 
reoortunends daily reading aloud 
front birth to grow vocabulary 
and promoto healthy 
brain development. • 

Read Aloud 
IS MINUTES 
Every child. Every parent. Every day 

woman,  sat OlindAloutoig 

READ TO ME 

Notes from the Nurse 
As days get shorter and temperatures vary, please consider dressing 
your child in layers. Encourage your child to take drink breaks and to 
wash hands before and after eating and bath-rooming. If your child 
does spike a fever (100F or higher), experience diarrhea or vomiting, 
PLEASE keep them home for at least 24 hours since the last episode-
even if they are symptom free. This helps decrease the chance of 
spreading illnesses and allows their bodies to recover. Communicate 
with your child about taking care of their bodies and getting enough 
sleep. It's often not easy to settle down at any age in a culture with 
so much sensory stimulation. We can only try to do our best, and that 
is GREAT! Please be kind to yourself and others. Wishing everyone a 
safe and healthy school year. 

1000 Book Kids Club 

In our lobby we have 100 bags with 10 books in each 
bag. You can borrow them and read as a family. The 
goal is to have our primary aged students read all 100 
bags of books, by the end of second grade! That's 1000 
books! You just need to fill out a contract in the main 
office. Choose a bag, sign it out and return within two 
weeks and then pick another bag! It's that simple! 

"Today is 
the day to 

learn 
something 

new. 

RRS Lending Library 

bid you know that RRS has its very own lending 
library? It's located to the left of the main 
doors. Last year Girl Scout Troop #10009 
donated this treasure to us. It is free for 
anyone to use! Take a book-share a book! 
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Fire Safety bay 

On October 11, 2019, we had the privilege of being visited by the Roosevelt Fire Department 
for Fire Safety Day. Each year, local first responders and firefighters visit with our elemen-
tary students to talk one-on-one about fire safety, practice a fire drill, and learn first-hand 
how to react in an emergency. Students headed to the smoke house to experience a building 
fire simulation. With vapors mimicking smoke from a fire, students were asked to test the 
door to feel if there is heat behind it and crawl safely through the smoke to the other side. 
Students practiced the "stop, drop, and roll" and learned how to stay calm in a difficult situa-
tion! We truly thank our local fire department for teaching our students about this im-
portant topic. 

1st Quarter Awards 
Congratulations to all our 1st 
Owl Stars: 
Lathan Albertson 
Joshua Beaudoin 
Khloe Bradley 
Tabitha Canning 
Amy Cruz 
Lucas Funk 
Morgan Houghtaling 
Matthew Hurley 
Megan Hurley 
Jedidiah Millin 
Audrianna Moore 
Gianna Pederson 
Savannah Pederson 
Rey Pimienta 
Thomas Renbeck 
Giuliana Roger 
Elizabeth Schmitt 
Raylene Wennersten 

Quarter Owl Stars and Bucket Fillers! 
Bucket Fillers: 
Saleen Adili 
Arben Berisha 
Kylie Burns 
Taylor Cables 
Emerson Cepka 
Andrew Conniff 
Makayla Cucceraldo 
Casey D'Alessandro 
Jacqari Frank 
Daniel Izu 
Alilyana Johnson 
Louis Mosher 
Logan Murphy 
Victoria Roe 
Nora Sheehan 
Colin Van Zutphen 
Iniyah Weekes 
Zycaria Williams 

'Be a 
rainbow in 
someone 

else's 
cloud." 
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Follow us on Twitter 
®5mittyS_school 

Breakfast with Books 
On October 31st, families came to the school for our Breakfast with Books. 
Students were encouraged to dress up as their favorite book characters and 
have breakfast while listening to staff members read stories to them. This 
event was organized and put forth by the fantastic efforts of Mrs. Lorenz! 
Thank you to her and everyone who helped make this such a successful event. 

Food brive 
Our third grade teacher, Ms. Robinson held a food drive to do-
nate to our local veterans at the Castle Point VA Medical Center. 
We received many donations and greatly appreciate the support. 
In December, we will be having a food drive that supports our 
local community. Donations will be combined with the Claudio 
Cares Foundation Can Drive. Each class will be collecting non-
perishable items. The class who has the highest percentage of 
participation will be able to help load a school bus and travel over 
to Coppola's Restaurant in Hyde Park to help unload. All dona-
tions will be distributed to local food pantries. 
In addition, our school has a Toys for Tots drive. More 
information will be sent home soon. 

Ralph R. Smith Elementary School 

16 Smith Court, PO Box 725 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 
Phone: 845-229-4060 
Fax: 845-229-2828 

Follow us on Facebook at Ralph R Smith PTA 
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t-o_PARENT S  
Maximize Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

P arent-teacher conferences are an excellent opportunity 

their children are doing academically and socially. To ma 
follow these tips for conference preparation, execution, and 

Before the Conference  

Listen. If you hear your child talking about something he 
or she is doing well in or is struggling with, make a note of 
it. When it's time for the conference, you'll have a list of 
topics to discuss. 

Ask. Sit down with your child and ask 
him or her about school. Ask what's 
happening in class, at lunchtime, 
or in special classes such as art or 
physical education. Does your child 
enjoy classroom activities? Does 
your child feel like he or she is falling 
behind academically? Is he or she 
bored? Are there any troubling 
issues with classmates? Try asking 
your child what he or she thinks their 
teacher is going to tell you about 
them. , 

Assemble notes and papers. Write 
down questions you want to address 
with the teacher. Bring copies of any assignments you 
have questions about. Think ahead of time how to 
tactfully bring up concerns. 

During the Conference 

Be on time. Schools tightly schedule parent-teacher 
conferences because there's only so much time available 
and dozens of families to see. Show up at least a few 
minutes early. 

Make childcare arrangements. Maximize your time 
with teachers by hiring a babysitter or teaming up with 
another parent to take turns watching the children. 

Take notes. Make note of what the teacher tells you about 
your child. Bring up your concerns, making sure to explore 
strengths, weaknesses, and social skills. 

Keep emotions out of it. It is always difficult to hear that 
your child may not be the person you thought he or she 
was in the classroom. Keep your cool and bear in mind 
that the teacher is offering constructive criticism.  

for families to meet with teachers one-on-one and learn how 
ke these meetings as smooth and stress-free as possible, 

follow-up. 

After the Conference  

Talk to your child. Tell your child what you and the teacher 
discussed. Emphasize the positive things the teacher 
said. Remember that it's important for your child to feel 

positive about learning, the teacher, 
and the school. 

Follow up. If there were important 
issues that need to be dealt with, 
such as finding a tutor or arranging 
counseling for your child, make 
sure to follow up in writing with the 
teacher soon after the conference. 
Specify what steps will be taken, what 
your responsibilities and the school's 
responsibilities will be, and what the 
timetable is for action. 

Meet with your principal. If, after 
conferring with your child's teacher, 
you still feel that serious issues 
weren't adequately addressed, set up 

a time to talk to the guidance counselor or principal. 

Follow through. Once you know what you can do at home 
to help your child succeed in school, make sure to actually 
do it. 

Web Resources 
Scholastic Parent offers a round-up of resources on 
school involvement, including advocating for your 
student and how to bridge home and school. 
http://bitly/1914bq0  

Ask these specific questions from Reading Rockets in 
your parent-teacher conference to gauge your child's 
reading skills. 
http://www.readingrockets.orgiartide/19842/  

naesF 
National Association of 

Elementary School 

Principals 

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org. 
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